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SUBJ: VISIT OF NYT CORRESPONDENT 

1. NAIROBI-BASED NYT CORRESPONDENT JOHN DARNTON DEPARTED GHANA 
DEC 2 FOR BAMAKO AFTER EOUR-DAY VISIT. DARNTON SAID HE HAD 
RECEIVED VISA IN NAIROBI ONLY TWO DAYS AFTER APPLICATION. 

ALTHOUGH TRAVELING AT OWN INITIATIVE, WAS OFEERED FULL 
FACILITATIVE ASSISTANCE BY GHANA INEORMATION SERVICES AFTER 
ARRIVAL, INCLUDING OFFER OF FREE TRANSPORTATION IN ACCRA AND TO 
NORTH. ALTHOUGH DARNTON DECLINED ACCEPT ANY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, 
WAS IMPRESSED BY EXTREMELY ACCOMMODATING ATTITUDE OF GIS, 
PARTICULARLY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR K.A. BROBBEY, WHO TOLD 

DARNTON HE WOULD TRY ARRANGE INTERVIEW WITH CHARIMAN ON 
DARNTON’S NEXT VISIT. 

2. DARNTON DID NOT TRAVEL OUT OF ACCRA, ALTHOUGH HE WAS 
VERY INTERESTED IN EOOD SHORTAGES IN THE NORTH. (FYI, HIS 
WIEE DID TRAVEL TO KUMASI, WHERE AN OFFICIAL OF INFORMATION 
SERVICES ACTED AS TOUR GUIDE. SHE MET WITH J.K. TSIBOE, 

EDITOR OE INDEPENDENT AND OPPOSITION KUMASI PIONEER.) DURING 
VISIT TO ACCRA, DARNTON MET WITH AMBASSADOR, USAID DIRECTOR, 

HEAD OF POLITICAL SECTION AND COUNSELOR FOR ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL 
AFEAIRS FOR NON- ATTRIBUTABLE BACKGROUND BRIEFINGS. WE KNOW 
THAT HE ALSO HAD BRIEFINGS AT BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION. WE DO NOT 
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KNOW WHICH GHANAIANS HE MET. BRIEFINGS AT EMBASSY WERE 
WIDE-RANGING AND CANDID; DARNTON SEEMED PARTICULARLY INTERESTED 
IN CONCEPT OF UNION GOVERNMENT AND IN ECONOMIC PLIGHT OF 
COUNTRY, AND WE BELIEVE HIS STORIES WILL DWELL ON THOSE TWO 
SUBJECTS, AND THAT THEY WILL NOT BE LAUDATORY OF GOG PERFORMANCE. 

3. COMMENT: DARNTON'S EASY ENTRANCE INTO COUNTRY AND EEFORTS OF 
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GOVERNMENT TO BE ACCOMMODATING ARE SECOND INSTANCE IN LAST 
MONTH OF WHAT APPEARS TO BE DELIBERATE NEW PUBLIC RELATIONS 
EEEORT BY GOG. WE HAVE NOT SEEN STORIES RESULTING EROM NEW 
OPEN-ARMS POLICY, WHICH WE BELIEVE WILL BE UNANIMOUSLY CRITICAL 
OE GOG, AND WE FIND IT DIFFICULT BELIEVE ANYONE HOPES THAT 
SWEET SMILE AND HANDSHAKE WILL PRODUCE NON-CRITICAL STORIES. 

WE SUSPECT THAT SOMEONE, ALMOST CERTAINLY BROBBEY, HAS 
CONVINCED HIGHEST LEVELS THAT LONG-TERM EEFECTS OE HONESTY AND 
OPENNESS WITH EOREIGN PRESS WILL BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO 
GOVERNMENT. 

SMITH 
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